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Thought a Difcourfe of Trade was a {afe retreat 
: for me, from the Noife and Clamour of Parties, 
~ and that when I came to enter into the Subje& 
* Commerce, you would read without Preju- 
* ut this new Subje@ of the Treaty with France 
sacle me with you, where I thought my 
Well, for once, Gentlemen, let me become your 
mble Petitioner ; it is not often that I Addrefs you 
Terms fo humble and fabmiffive; but I earneft 
€ntreat thofe that give themfelves the trouble to 
ad this Paper, to grant me but one thing, (viz.) 
ther read it without retpe& to Party-Prejudices, 
[aflure you I write it, or fet your Foot upon it, as 
u would do upon the Author, if he was in your 
wer, and read it not at all; my Defign is to fet 
ings right in your Eyes; if you will not open both 
sr of Eyes, when you read, I befeech you throw 
¢ your time away upon what I write, I defire no 
h Readers; I write not to enlighten the Men 
10 think they can fee, but the Ignorant, and thofe 
10 are ating to be convine’d. 
By opening both your pair of Eyes, I mean (for f 
ift explain my felf) the Eyes of your unprejudi- 
1 Judgment, and the Eyes of your Underftanding, 
d indeed there is more need of the firft, than of 
> Tait; for there are among us, People, whofe Un- 
rftandings are clear, and their Heads enlighten’d 
ough in thofe things ; and when they read them, 
sir Confciences di&ate to them that they really 
2 fo; bat yet, fo it feems good to their prejudiced 
dgment to determine, that this or that, fhall, or 
1 not be acceptable to them, whether it be with 
:confent of their convinc’d Underftanding or no. 
) thefe People it is in vain to Difcourfe; it is with 
2m as in the cafe of that kind of Phrenfie, which 
erates upon the Fancy without affe&ing the Me- 
wry or the Judgment: The Fancy of fuch People 
ft be cleared, before the Operations of their Un- 
ritandings can‘be at liberty; or élie the Spectres, 
m’d in the Imagination, render the Man equally 
natick with him that is totally diftempered ; fo 
| the Mind is freed from Prejudices, the Man is 
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not at liberty to at by the natural diGates .of his 
Reafon, any more than he who is melancholy Mad 5 
I remember to have read, that the. Ancients callid 
fuch Lmaginofi; 1 think thefe Party-Prejudices enti- 
tle our People very well to tha: Term, for we have 
a Sect of the Jmaginofi zmong us in many things, 
and efpecially in our Politicks and in our Trade 5 
who form in their Thoughts the what.if’s, and what 
tho’s, as fo many Realities, which yet have no Ex- 
iftence, but in their own abortive Conceptions, _Ay- 
pocrates tells us a Story of a Perfon who was pofle(s'd 
with this. Difeale, of the Imagination, to that.degree 
that he fancied he had no Head3 for the Cure of 
which, he cauféd a heavy piece of Lead to be faft. 
ned on the top of his Crown, not only to condenfe, 
by its coldnefs, the Vapour of his Brain, but by its 
‘Weight and uneafy Pofition, to put the Gentleman 
in mind that he’ had really 2 Head, .and where- 
abouts to find it, if he had any occafion to. feek for it. 

I muft confefs, fome of our People, ven on both 
fides, Difcourfe of fuch publick things.as now -per- 
plex the Town, as if they really had no Heads, or 
if they had, did not-feel them, or know where to 
‘look for them, The Difpute before.us is about the 
French Trades we have.an opportunity juft now, to 
open our Trade to France, and obtain an Inet, or 
free Import into Fraxce for our Manufactures. 

What fignifes that, fay fome Gentlemen, a free 
Trade for what! — A free Trade for nothing! The — 
French want none of your ‘Manufadtures, -they can 
make enough of their own, not for themielves ‘only, 
but for Spain,the Weft-Indzes, their own Colonies, and 
the Turkey Trade, inall which they will cut you out; 
and then they make them cheaper than we do too, 
for their Poverty and their Induftry equally exceeds 
uss fothat they can under-work and under-fell us3 
and if there isan open Tirade with France, they are 
as likely-to fupply you, as you them 5 for if you car- 
ry your Woollen Goods there, tho’ the Duties are 
taken off, they will {ell their own cheaper, and con- 
fequently yours will not fellat all; fo that to talk of 


.a French T rade far our Manufaaures, isto talk no- 
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Go over to France, and there you find the King 
of France, and his Miniftry, and his People, highly 
concern’d about the reducing their Tariff, and taking 
off the high Duties from the Englifh Woollen Manu- 
factures; for, fay they, if we dofo, the Englifh will 
crowd their Woollen Goods upon us, in fuch vait 
Quantities, and they are fo much beyond our own 
in Goodnefs, in Workmanthip, and in Subftance, 
tho’ a little higher in Price, that our People will be 
dittouraged, no body will buy French if they can get 
Englifh, and all our Undertakings of Manufadures 
at home will be ruin’d, 

Now, whether of thefe two have their Heads to 
feek, or ought to be reckon’d among the Jmaginofi, 
let even your felves be Judges ; only Judge for your 
felves without Party-Profpeés, and without confult- 
ing your Antipathies and Prejudices, judge Impar- 
tially, with the Eyes of your Underitandings, open 
and clear'd from Partiality: As for the King of 
France and his Councils, we have not found them to 
be among thofe who have loft their Heads; they ge- 
nerally take their Aim but too right, and know 
their own Interefts but too well. If they did not 
know that our Manufadtures would, in fpight of all 
the Application, and cheap Working of their low- 
priz’d People, work them out and undo them; if 
they did rot know, that the ere@ing, and carrying 
on the Engli/ Manufa@tures in France would be great- 
ly difouraged and out-done ; he would not harp fo 
diligently upon that String, and prefs fo hard to 
keep up our Woollen Goods to the Tariff of 1699. 
when he is fo eafy in letting all other Goods fall to 
that of 1664. For Example, Why does he not in- 
fit to have the Leather excepted, as well as the 


Woollen Manufactures? The Reafon is plain, they 


cannot fupply themfelves at Home, fo well as from 
England; they want Leather, and they have not a 
pent » and there is no fear that our Leather thall 
Ba or difappoint their own Manufadtures of 
eather, for they want all their own, and all we 
yn oe them too; but if the fending Lea- 
aie Hanke would endanger their own lying on 
ne fell their Goods, they would be as folicitous ahout 
the Leather, as they are now about the Woollen 
Goods, 
I cannot think but this wa i 
ot think y of Arguing has fo 
oe weight in it, as will convince iy ieee hesal 
ee the Serolng a Trade to France for 
d ures, mu 
a Difadvantage to them. i var tes << 


But give me leave to add here one thing, which 
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‘indeed I cannot omit mentioning upo 


‘on the other hand, J own to them, 


‘can-call it nothing 


and that the Tanners in France could. 
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(viz.) The horrid abufe of our Laws, and ri 


Nation, which we fee daily praétifed, 10 
of Juice, in exporting our Wooll ne 
Holland by clandeftine Trade. This is the 0: 


ticle which makes the difference in my Ae 
bout the Evench being able to rival us in our Y¥oo 
Manufa@ures; thefe People who 0 fe w 
have faid, as to the French hav ‘oll er 
own to me, that if they it mot jae: Brita 
urt us in our 
Ireland, they could not That i 
cannot be found out fome way to prevent th 
ving our Wooll, they will ruin us in our OWR © 
Certainly there may be fome way for us to 
vent the French Nation thus treating us in fh 
but estar of us 
Wooll is the Nations Trading Spoute, and | 
Treachery of our own Servants (People) fhe, 
ftituted to the French, debauch’d from Brétain, 
carried into the embraces of her Lover, the Fr 
This is Cuckolding the Nation, and what ¢o 
the difhonourable Amour 7 Truly Mifchief er 
for of this Adultery are born an infinite Proger 
Baltards to the Enemy, whofe Life is beftow' 
the Injury of their Legal, tho’ not Natural Fat 
fo that the French do by us, like a Bully that 
a Man’s Wife away from him, lyes with ke 
were under his Nofe, and then comes an 
her Husband. 
In fhort, as Cuftom has doom’d Cuckolds, th 
ally Injured, to be laugh’d at by all the Wor! 
we ackivae tho’ really Injured, to me 
rather than pitied: Nay, which is worfe ff 
Nation is not only Cuckolded and baer) 
come under that worft, and moft ridiculous Co: 
like kind of Cuckolds, call’d @ contented Cucko 
is Rill worfe, and fkould roufe us to keep ba 
Whore at: a Wife from coming any more at he 
lant, the French Nation, and what would 
Confequence? Truly Confequence br 
That all her fpurious Progeny would be ftarv’d 
undone, their Brats (Manufafturers) would 
and die for want of the Mother’s Milk, 
and the Whoremafter that debauch’d her m 


But If you cannct keep the Wife Horef, i 
cannot keep her away from him,you muft exp 
beggar’d by her Gallant, ftarv’d and undone, 
remain an eafie poor Cuckolded Nation to ' 
of the Chapter. » sng | 
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